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Editorial  

 
Definitions of “Club”: 
 
 a group of people who meet to participate 
 in an activity (such as a sport or hobby) 
 
 to combine or join together as for a 
 common purpose. 
 
As some of you will by now be aware, I’ve 
become increasingly irked by the fact that it 
appears Kite Flyers of Tasmania Inc. (KFT) exists 
for the purpose of paying an annually increasing 
insurance premium. 
 

Whilst this disquisition may be a gross 
simplification, it will hopefully serve to excite 
discussion within the KFT membership prior to 
our up-coming Camp Clayton workshop and 
AGM. 
 

The sum of our declining club membership fees 
contribute barely a third of the annual public 
liability insurance premium. I cannot see a 
willingness of our current or future members to 
pay a fee in excess of $50 to belong to what has 
essentially become a group of people who meet 
socially on possibly three or four occasions per 
year to fly kites together (sometimes for 
themselves and decreasingly at kite festivals). 
 

Increasingly it has been the hard work of Flocky 
making sled kites for sale at kite festivals that has 
sustained our ability to withstand insurance 
premiums, buy a new gazebo and to provide 
funds for subsidising members to the workshop 
weekends. Flocky is also one of the only 
members able/willing to undertake kite making 
workshops (mostly with disadvantaged children).  
 

With a potentially diminishing number of kite 
festivals and obvious diminishing numbers of 
participants at the recent festivals, combined with 
no voluntary financial contributions from the 
festival organisers, it appears that KFT is slowly 
declining.  
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A re-evaluation of how and in what format KFT 
continues is necessary, or this process may lead 
to its eventual demise.  
 

One of, if not the major highlight for most of us is 
the annual “Kite Flyers Fly”/ “Binalong Bay Kite 
Flyers Retreat” - or whatever you prefer to refer to 
it as, that Rob and Tracey Brasington organise at 
Binalong Bay. Every year this attracts interstate 
or international participants who along with us 
meet at Binalong for the social gathering of 
persons with a common interest, without the 
pressures of a designated festival. 
 

“Facebook” does not increase our membership in 
any financial way - it simply provides “likes” or 
people who wish to join to see what is happening 
within the club. It is a wonderful tool to share 
current information - for those who are willing/or 
are able to utilise it. 
 

Is there a desire and commitment to maintain 
KFT into the future? I will not be re-joining next 
year. This is a personal decision - I rarely fly a 
kite these days. I will continue to participate in 
kite flying/social activities (and take photographs) 
with kite flying people state wide without being a 
member. 
 

The workshop with István Bodóczky was a 
wonderful success. Is this something that we as a 
group wish to continue with and potentially 
promote to other interstate and international kite 
flyers/makers? How often would you be prepared 
to undertake this? Annually or bi-annually? 
 

Camp Clayton certainly ticks the boxes of being a 
good facility with good accommodation and food. 
If we were to explore this - how big would we 
want it to be? 
 

Who would you think is a suitable kite flyer/maker 
to invite to our next workshop? We are a diverse 
group with varying tastes/likes/styles of kiting. It 
will be impossible to cater for all, but we may all 
benefit from whomever we choose in some way. 
It was apparent at our last Camp Clayton 
workshop that people enjoyed utilising bamboo 
as a framing material. Should we progress further 
in that field? David Geer has made the 
suggestion of exploring other forms of appliqué - 
tissue paper? 
 

If KFT were to disband, what are the legal/
logistical/financial implications and imperatives? 
Would it be possible to utilise the finances 
available to continue running workshops? 
 

I hope that the “Club” doesn’t cease to exist. I 
wish to continue enjoying the social/cultural and 
kiting aspects of gathering with a group of like-
minded (sometimes challenging) individuals with 
our common interest. I simply don’t want to be 
beholden to an insurance company. 

 

If KFT didn’t exist or have insurance, what 
insurance requirements are there for individuals 
undertaking kite flying? I seem to recall that most 
household insurance has a public liability 
component? 
 

As Avril suggested - do we have “Pop-up” kite 
flys?  Where we get together at different sites 
around the state/interstate to meet, socialise and 
fly kite in a similar fashion as we already enjoy at 
Binalong Bay? 
 

It would appear that KFT is one of the most 
“financial” kiting groups in Australia with a 
relatively high number of members pro rata. 
Festivals have traditionally been our method of 
exposure and new membership, but if the number 
of festivals decreases so therefore our member 
numbers and donations from festival organisers. 
We have struggled to make up a quorum at our 
AGM’s - there is a message here… 
 

Flocky has done a magnificent job in continually 
making kites for sale and undertaking kite 
workshops. He will not be able to continue this 
indefinitely. 
 

Thank you Flocky! 
 

Thank you to all those members past and present 
who have and continue to contribute to the club in 
their own individual ways! 
 

Things for all of us to consider - bring your fresh 
ideas to our next AGM at Camp Clayton!  
 

For the new incoming president to preside over 
discussions! 
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Inspiration is Blowing All Around: Robert Brasington 

 

by Barry Matties and Kathy Goodwind, AKA 

We sat down to chat with Robert Brasington. Kathy Goodwind also joins us for this interview.  
 

4 



 

TASKITE, Issue 68                                                                                                                                                              

AKA: Kathy why don’t you start with any 
questions that you think might be appropriate. 
 
KG: I used to sell Robert’s kites in my shop way 
back when. He’s been around many years and I 
met him through a contact from Cannon Beach, 
Oregon. Robert, how long have you known me? 
 
RB: Since 1998 (Laughs). Because that’s the 
year we met at Long Beach, WSIKF. But yes, I 
actually did hear of you before that. I think you 
were known to much of 
the kite world and not 
least the fact that you 
were a well-known kite 
maker, but also a 
woman in the kite world 
which was in those 
days, and even today, 
not common. But it is 
certainly more common 
today...but back then it 
was different. 
 
KG: The one thing that 
amazes me about 
Robert is that he lives 
in Tasmania, which is 
so far away yet he can 
go home periodically 
and in a short period of 
time and make massive 
amounts of inventory 
and still travel the 
world. And I asked him 
at the Cervia festival 
how he can do this and 
he says it has taken 
him years to perfect it. 
 
AKA: Robert, why don’t you tell us a little about 
your background, how did you get started in 
kiting? 
 
RB: My background is in horticulture and within 
horticulture my specialty is nursery management, 
and that took me to England in the ‘80s to study. 
I’m just on the wrong side of 60 now, so while I 
was in England I had to do a business 
presentation in Oregon and I thought I would take 
my surfboard with me. So I’m cruising down 
towards the Oregon coast and I get to Long 
Beach and as we go into Long Beach there were 
three huge billboards all for kite shops. And I 
looked at my friend and my wife and we just said, 
“Kites! You got to be kidding.” We went into the 
first shop, I can’t remember which one it was, but 
it was the last time I looked at my surfboard that 
month. It was kites from then on out. The first kite 
I bought was in Cannon Beach it was a 

Revolution. The next one I bought in Lincoln City 
and it was a Hawaiian Team kite and my wife 
Tracy got a Stinger 750, which I just loved. It just 
went from there, I got back to England and was 
talking to some friends one time and I was 
explaining these amazing kites with colour and 
motion, and all dual-line at that time of course. 
And they said, “Oh you should go out to 
Blackheath.” I got in the car and drove up to 
London which was about 70 miles and found the 
way out to Blackheath to find a kite festival—one 

of Britain’s famous kite 
festivals. It was the 
turning point. There I 
met people that showed 
me how to make kites, 
design kites, and I 
connected with a very 
good and very dear fine 
friend whose name is 
Roger Lawson. He gave 
me a lot of plans to play 
with because after flying 
my same two kites, and 
I mean no disrespect to 
Hawaiian Teams and 
Revs, I got bored very 
quickly, particularly 
flying on my own in 
England. Then I started 
designing and it went 
from there really. 
 
AKA: Nice, and you 
didn’t have a design 
background per se, but 
found something you 
really had an interest in. 
 

 
RB: I had always liked the arts but had never 
studied it. My background in horticulture is based 
in sciences but I always had a soft spot for the 
creative side of things. In fact when I did what 
they called A Levels, which is pre-college, I put 
myself through the arts course to get myself into 
university. I learned it myself and amazingly 
passed the Australian standard to get in so that’s 
what I did. Then I lived and worked in Britain for 
around 10 years and then my wife decided she’d 
like to move back to Tasmania. I had a very 
successful job at the time as a Senior Production 
Manager at a big nursery. But Tracy also wanted 
a career change and so I said, “Okay you’ve done 
everything that I’ve wanted to do the past 15 
years. Now it’s your turn. What do you want to 
do?” And  she said what if we move back home 
and make kites full time? I just thought what are 
you,  delusional? Are you crazy? But I said, 
“Okay, let’s do it.” So I took all the skills as a 
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business manager that I had developed in the last 
25 years of running a business and downsized it 
to a microbusiness. That was 25 years ago and 
I’m lucky to still be doing 
what I do, and loving what I do.  
 
AKA: What’s your favourite type of kite to 
manufacture, design, or build? 
 
RB: The new designs, whatever the next one is. 
 
AKA: Where do you find your inspiration? 
 
RB: Blowing around me. The common thread I 
think in the last 15 years is where I started small 
decorative kites is in the world of gothic. It started 

with gothic cathedrals then moved to gothic art, 
and now is moving into modernity with things like 
gothic jewellery and tribal tattoos. I think that the 
world is awash with inspiration, just open your 
eyes and look. Look up, don’t look down. 
I come up with recognizable designs not only in 
the shape of the work but also in the colour. And 
that’s been told to me by a number of people so I 
feel as if I might be doing something right. But the 
shapes are again this kind of cross between 
organics and gothic and they seem to work well 
with each other. The shapes have been designed 
and if I come up with a particularly nice shape 
which is harmonious in the sky—the silhouettes 
look good, the gaps between the kites and the 
trains—I then look at it again for the next one and 

I will work on the improvement of design and 
function. 
 
AKA: When we look up from here we see the sky 
filled with your kites. 
 
RB: (Laughs) Well thanks for saying so. I just find 
that there is so much inspiration around us from 
every day, from walking through an airport to 
looking at people to looking at what they wear. 
Seeing what women are using, their colors for 
makeup and what is happening in Paris this year 
for fashion design and then of course the natural 
world, which I get to see plenty of where I’m from. 
 
AKA: Now I see you have six stacks currently 

flying, is that a typical number for you? 
 
RB: They are these days. I started off doing four 
packs and there would be four different shapes all 
with a similar characteristic but I’ve moved up to 
different and bigger sizes and platforms now 
averaging now about 1.5 m by about 800-900 mm 
across and then 5 m tiles.  And I’ve found for 
exhibition work and festivals it is possibly the best 
size and balance between what I can physically 
carry on an aircraft with baggage allowance and 
presence in the sky. So it’s been a long 
progression of ideas to get to where we are now. 
I’m certainly never complacent with what I’m 
doing; I’m certainly always looking to try 
something new. 
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something new. 
 

AKA: So here we are in France, what do you 
think of this festival? You’ve been coming here 
for many years now, yes? 
 

RB: I think it’s my 5th or 6th time being here. This 
year it is just out of the box. It’s epic and just 
classic. The weather firstly, but also the kids and 
the friendships and being able to fly kites with 
kindred spirits. Which I can do at home but not 
with near the amount of people you come in 
contact with here in 10 days. The other thing I like 
about festivals like Dieppe, Long Beach and 
Cervia is that it is over an extended period of  
time, like 7-10 days. The longer festivals are  
great because it  means if you have one rubbish 
day, the chances of having a good day the next is 
high as opposed to a weekend event. The other 
thing is it is in France, how can you not enjoy 
France? The food, the wine, the  people, smells 
and the atmosphere, 
everything about it I just love. And it’s winter at 
home! 
 

AKA: When you talk to new people about kiting 
that aren’t kite flyers yet, what sort of message do 
you share with people? 
 

RB: A lot of people will ask us why we fly kites 
and I remember a friend of mine many years ago 
said that kite flying was sex on a string. I used to 
repeat that with some strange looks from people 
that were interviewing me from a God-fearing 
country and I thought well I won’t do that again 
(Laughs). But I also heard a beautiful quote the 
other day about why we fly kites and it’s because 
we weren’t given wings. But to bring new people 
into kiting I think we need to look at the colour, 
the form, the movement, the freedom, the 
inexpensiveness of it, being outdoors, there’s just 
a million reasons you should be flying kites. How 
do we get new people into kiting? I think we need 
to impress them with what we’re doing. I think the 

camaraderie in kite flying is wonderful. If I’m in 
Germany, Belgium, America wherever I am there 
is a certain sort of camaraderie in kiting. It is a 
great leveller. I find there is a load of people that 
are probably not so well off and then there are a 
lot of people that are extremely well off, 
engineers, doctors, etc. They come from all walks 
of life and there doesn’t seem to be any one 
group of people that are overrepresented. In the 
early days I think you could probably say the aero 
modellers were overrepresented in the ‘80s, but it 
seems to have come and gone. So all I can do is 
do the best I can on a kite field and try to inspire 
people to try and get involved with kite flying. It’s 
great when we see parents bring their children 

into kite flying and they take it up 
with the passion that their parents 
have had towards it. It’s up to all of 
us to try and make it as pleasant 
and as embracing as possible. 
 

AKA: Robert, thank you so much for 
spending time with us today, we 
greatly appreciate that and we wish 
you all the best of luck. 
 
Reprinted from Kites & Kiters 
Magazine with permission from the 
American Kitefliers Association. 
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Devonport Kite Festival 
 
This year we had a smaller than usual contingent 
of members at Devonport due to the late change 
of date, and some members already having 
commitments for this weekend.  The Devonport 

Triathlon had been moved to our usual site for the 
weekend.   
Saturday afternoon, we met up with David Geer 
and Flocky for a fly at Meercroft  Park ready for 
the Kite Festival on Sunday.  The wind was 
‘strong and dirty’ according to Flocky, with kites 
waving about everywhere – but they were up in 
the sky flying which looked promising for Sunday. 

 

We all retired back to our place for the BBQ 
where we were joined by MaryAnn and John with 
their friends Sandy and Tony.  We had a good 
BBQ and Ian lit the fire-pot which provided 
ambience for great plans to be discussed. 

 

Sunday the sun shone and a gentle breeze 
helped us get a few kites up early.  The great 
event of the day was the erection of the new red 
gazebo we had purchased for such events.  It 
looked fantastic, was easy to put up and provided 
us shelter during the day. We had trouble keeping 
the kites in the sky to start with – just get them 
up, and the wind would die down again.   It wasn’t 
until about 1.30pm that wind picked up and David 
Geer got his lifter, the “???” and Felix to stay up – 
that was a crowd pleaser. Ian had a bit of a 
workout with the nipper extreme and long tail, and 
then the six-stacker – it looked impressive.  Kite 

sales were good, and there were LOTS of little 
sled kites in the sky.  
 
By afternoon, we were only able to put up smaller 
fancy kites as the festival goers were enjoying 
their kites. 

The teddy bear 
drop ran into a bit 
of a problem this 
year, with the net 
only dropping half 
the bears – so 
some teddy bears 
got another go at 
using their 
parachutes.  It 
took three 
attempts to get all 
the teddy bears to 
be released from 
the net and jump 
to the ground. 

 

Thank you to all 

those who flew 

kites and those 

who sold kites.  A 

great day was had 

by all, and we 

retired to Anvers 

for a reviver before heading home.                                             

  - Avril 
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Dave Geer - Devonport 

Apart from having to sort car battery problems, 
this year’s sojourn to Devonport was a most 

pleasant journey north for this southern kite flyer.  

We had a great time flying on the Saturday 
afternoon at Meercroft Park whilst the hot chilli 
chocolate settled in from the earlier obligatory 

Anvers visit. 

Saturday winds were consistent and presented 
the ideal opportunity to shake out the sand and 

seaweed from the fortnight before in St Helens. 

Saturday night at the Flewy’s was a bit more 
subdued than normal with a smaller group 
gathered for a great social time. It never ceases 
to amaze me how hospitable our hosts are to this 

crazy gang of fabric flyers!  Top job Avril & Ian we 

love you both heaps! J 

Whilst we dearly missed all the folk from down 
south we were able to welcome our new member 
Gazza ‘the big red’ Gazebo. Gazza’s size and 
ease of use will be a welcome addition as we 
retire old Gazza, formerly Gazza ‘the white’, now 
Gazza ‘the off white to grey and mangy’. The new 
Gazza stood out well on the kite field and was a 
beacon for people looking for one of our fab little 

sled kites. 

Sled kites flew of the table as the public obviously 
attracted by Gazza’s fresh imposing presence 
and the smell of a quality little kite at a bargain 
price, purchased and took to the sky to play with 
the variable but light winds that hampered the 

flying of big kites on Sunday morning. 

But as Sunday afternoon settled in so did the 
consistency of the wind and some large kites 
were able to ascend in the sky to provide 
something a little different for the viewing 

pleasure of the public. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As usual we packed up tired and taking stock of 
what was a successful festival for KFT and 
Rotary alike and headed straight for Anvers for a 

chocolate boost. 

In all it was a top weekend and I can’t wait for it to 
roll around 

again. 

- Dave 
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Hi Rodger,  
 
Attached are some images of one of the 
workshops in Illinois. 
 
It was 3 weekends in a row, one in Illinois, and 
then again in San Diego and then in Seattle. 
 
Sorry for the lack of images, I do not carry a 
camera with me these days. 
 
Hope they are of some help, 
 
Best regards, 
 
Robert  

10 



 

TASKITE, Issue 68                                                                                                                                                              

 

Binalong Bay Weekend 
 
Often kite events are judged or remembered by 
the wind and weather conditions at the time or 
how many members of the public turned up or the 
number of kites that were sold or how much 
media exposure or sponsorship there was. 
In my opinion, the success of any kite event is not 
dependent on the weather alone but rather a 

combination of many 
factors. Often, it is the 
little things that count. By 
way of explanation, if I 
am too busy to check in 
or post on Facebook 
because I am having a 
good time but remember 
it afterwards in stories I 
tell or write - then it has 
been a success. 
Using these criteria, the 
Binalong Bay was a 
wonderful weekend. 
Let me explain. Friday 
morning was an eventful 
start to the long weekend 
away in Tasmania. 
As luck would have it we 

arrived at Qantas self check-in at Sydney......just 
as the luggage acceptance computer system 
goes down. 
Now Friday morning at Sydney airport at 7:30 
a.m. is busy enough but with no luggage system, 
queues start to lengthen and tempers become 
stretched as people anxiously look at their 
watches and departure times. 
Although we have plenty of time to spare, my 
other problem is that even though I have booked 
my kite bag as a special item of luggage and I am 
under my weight limit, they want to charge me 
$40 for an extra bag. Grrrrrr, I could be annoyed.  
I remain calm, argue my point logically and 
fortunately, the luggage system issues takes 
precedent for staff attention and the fee is 
waived. Thank you Qantas. 
So how do they solve the check in system? 
The long lines of people and their luggage are 
split in groups of twelve. Each bag is then 
swabbed for explosives and tagged before being 
manually accepted, literally on a case by case 
reboot of the computer for each item of luggage. 
So the luggage is checked. Kite bag delivered to 
bulky luggage and now to negotiate the long 
queues for security screening - lateral thinking - 
we cheat, we go through the business class 
screening. Makes no difference to the screeners. 
We get inside only to find our flight to Melbourne 
is delayed anyway. 
A delayed departure from Sydney means a 
shortened connection time in Melbourne. 
Now, I know that in all probability they will hold 
the flight for us but the previous 1 hour transit 
time which on arrival in Melbourne is now a five 
minute leeway seems awfully tight for not only us, 
but more importantly our luggage. 
We run between gates only to be told on arrival - 
there was no need to rush - the flight to 
Launceston is delayed.  
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I sit down and hear a familiar voice, Kevin 
Sanders. We sit and chat waiting for the boarding 
to commence. We walk out to the plane on the 
tarmac. The beauty of small planes is that we 
could see our luggage was being loaded on the 
plane with us. At least we won't have to await the 
arrival of the next flight before heading east to the 
coast. 

Things look to be under 
control and the potential 
bad start to the weekend 
is now forgotten. 
We arrive in 
Launceston, go to the 
rental car counter. Great 
news, we have been 
upgraded from a Camry 
to a very flash Mitsubishi 
4WD. Things are really 
looking up. 
The weekend itself is a 
blur of chatting, catch-up 
and fellowship. The 
opportunity to relax, 

exchange ideas, meet new flyers, check out new 
kites, take a peek at Robert's workshop and his 
latest projects and wander through Tracey and 
Rob's fantastic garden as well as fly kites, 
entertain the passing public who stopped by to 
check out the display and enjoy the magnificent 
scenery of east coast Tasmania and good alcohol 
in moderation was very much appreciated. 
It's been a long time between my last visit to 
Tasmania in 1998 for the Roaring Forties kite 
festival and the Binalong Bay fly in 2016. 
It's pleasing to see that a number of members 
from that time are still active in the club. 
Yes, we have all aged and have got a little greyer 
but it was good to renew acquaintances with 
those from 1998 and also Rodger, Avril and Ian 
from their visits to the 
Festival of the Winds 
and catch up with 
other interstate flyers 
Kevin Sanders, Trevor 
Reeves and San. 
We are also surprised 
to see Tony Walker, 
who lives local to me 
on the Central Coast 
of NSW had made the 
long car journey. 
As an outside 
observer, it is pleasing 
to note there is a great 
level of camaraderie 
and enthusiasm in the 
Kiteflyers of Tasmania 
group with friendly 
banter and lots of 

discussion about last year's weekend workshop 
and thoughts about this year's workshop plans 
both at the beach when flying and the Saturday 
night BBQ. 
In summary, yes - the winds could have been 
kinder - but using my criteria of having stories to 
tell and no time for Facebook, the weekend was 
an overwhelming success.  
If you haven't been to Binalong Bay for a 
weekend of fun and flying, pencil it in for next 
year. Who knows, might see you around the BBQ 
next February. 
Finally, a huge thanks to Tracey and Rob for the 
invite and their very kind hospitality. 
John and Tansia 

12 



 

TASKITE, Issue 68                                                                                                                                                              

 What to take? 

 
Packing for a kite festival is always an issue. Well 
at least for me.  
I have a packing list to ensure I don't forget 
anything, nothing worse than having banner 
poles but no banners or light wind kites with no 
light line or even worse; no ground 
anchors........but what kites will I take?  
That then depends on what the wind be 
like?  Who else will be there? What do the public 
want to see? What do the organisers expect? 
What is my luggage allowance? What about 
ground anchors? What about ground display? 
Etc, etc, etc...... 
Fortunately, for the Binalong Bay weekend, Rob 
Brasington had said, "It's not a festival, it's a 
retreat. Bring what you want." 
So do I bring my stuff I've made or other people's 
stuff? Soft stuff or stuff with spars. I know Rob is 
not a big fan of floppy kites and besides soft kites 
require more time setting up and packing away 
that cuts into potential socialising time. 
So the answer becomes easier, spared kites. 
I start sorting through my kite bags. Easier said 

than done - I'm a hoarder. 
I've been flying kites for 25 plus years, making for 
20 years or so. 

I try to keep them in some sort of order - kites 
that I fly regularly, kites that I fly occasionally 
and ....mmmm - the surprise bags - kites that I've 
completely forgotten about or that need to be 
repaired or modified. 
As a previous organiser and host for many of the 
overseas visitors at the Bondi Festival of the 
Winds - I have lots of other people's stuff, 
wonderful presents that I haven't flown for a long 
time. 
Even though I enjoy these kites and the 
workmanship, they are not me, not mine.  
As a kite maker, I love answering the question - 
djamaykit (did you make it)? - "Yes". To which the 
usual response is "Nice kite".  
So I pack two aliens, two genkis, a much flown 
block of flats, half a dozen wave kites (a variation 
of an original design Japanese kite that I 
"westernised"), kangaroo road sign (an oldie from 
years ago that I finally modified to fly better), a 
patchwork square, light wind bird kite, a few mini 
banners, a bit of line laundry plus lines plus 
ground anchor plus sun shelter plus beach chair 
for Tansia and suddenly I am at my luggage 
allowance..... oops, almost forgot the sunscreen. 
Yes, an odd assortment but it covers covers most 
wind conditions and displays various kite styles 
and techniques including fabric painting. 
As those in attendance will recall, wind conditions 
on both days weren't ideal with several kites 
deciding to either take a swim or tangle and crash 
but no public were harmed although a few spars 
were broken. 
Doesn't matter, we still had fun but even better 
still my Hungry Caterpillar genki was 
photographed and commented on favourably by 
Avril - thanks Avril - and I could see Trevor 
Reeves was thinking about what artwork  he 
could incorporate into the design of a wave kite. 
Mind you, have you ever noticed that unless 
conditions are perfect, you never end up flying 
everything in 
your bag - so 
perhaps the 
answer is pack 
lighter next time. 
That's what I 
always say I will 
do but it never 
happens, after all 
you never know 
which kite will 
receive the "nice 
kite" compliment 
or inspire another 
flyer. 
 
Kind regards. 
 
John Murray 
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Taylor’s Beach Dunking 
 

Saturday we all went to 
Taylor’s Beach on the East 
Coast for a fly.  The winds 
where a bit unpredictable NE 
and coming along the beach.  
At Taylors, the waves break 
right on the shore and the 
water gets deep quickly with a 
reasonable undertow.  Well, 
the first casualty to the ocean 
was Kevin Saunders’ flow 
form.  Just at the time it went 
in, Tim and Janith Swann 
arrived at the beach.  Tim 
stripped off his shirt and dived 

in to rescue the kite (he just needed a little red 
and yellow cap on his head!).  The day was warm 
so it didn’t take 
long for him to dry 
off.   

 

About half an hour 
later in goes 
Flocky’s box kite.  
With a heave and 
ho, we managed 
to drag it in. 

 

Last of all was 
Ian’s big orange 
delta.  Ian was 
nowhere to be 
seen, so Robert 
Brasington and I 
dragged it in with 
the waves.  Ian 
decided to put the 
delta up again just 

to dry it off.  In the squalling 
winds, I looked around and the 
delta was back in the water.  Ian 
took off his boots and waded in 
to drag it out.  Again Ian 
decided to put the kite up to dry 
it off.  Up it went again, but not 
for long.  Before Ian had even 
got his boots back on, the kite 
was back in the water.  
Obviously, this kite was not 
going to fly today.  The delta 
has been around for a long 
time, one handed down from 
Dot Priestly, and was on a bit of 
a kamikaze effort that day.  It 
has seen better days and has 
now been retired off. 

 
(Editors note: Maybe it’s been re-incarnated as a tea 

bag!…) 
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Hello, 
 
I would like to introduce Redcliffe Kite Club to the 
Kite Flyers of Tasmania. 
 
Our AGM was held last month and a new 
committee was elected. 
Mick Crowley was voted in as President. 
Neil McFadzean was voted in as Vice-President. 
Craig Stevens was Voted in as Treasurer. 
and Judith Haigh as Secretary. 
 
Our Club meets every 1st and 3rd Sunday at 
Pelican Park in Redcliffe, Qld. 
 
I would like to invite any of your members 
travelling to the South East Queensland to drop 
us a line via email or the club's Facebook page 
and we would love to catch up for a fly. 
 
redcliffekiteclubinc@gmail.com 
 
We wish you the wind at your back, a line in your 
hand and a smile on your face. 
 
All the best, 
 
Mick Crowley  
 
RKC President 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

KFT Membership April  2016 

 

 

Suzie Allen 

Flocky Bock 

Aukje Boonstra 

Robert & Tracey Brasington 

Bevan Direen 

Andrew Farrow 

Ian & Avril Flewellen 

David Geer 

Diane Geer 

Graham & Carol Gurney 

Vaughn & Catherine Hannah (Rotondo) 

Jane Howard 

Graeme Poole 

Michael Romalis 

Pam Scammell 

John & MaryAnn Sheahan 

Peter Stauffer 

Helma Stevenson 

Julia Sutherland 

Tim Swann 

Graham & Lorraine Tappenden 

Izzy & Sarah Von Lichtan (Badcock) 

Rodger Willows 
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AGM: Proxy, Nominations and Issues 

 I ……………………………………………………………….. being a member of Kite Flyers of Tasmania Inc., do pass on my 

apologies to the AGM that I will not be attending the meeting and wish to give my voting proxy to 

………………………………………………………………………………..……....being a member who is eligible to vote. 

[Signed]…………………………………………………….[Date]……………………………………….. 

 

 I would also like to nominate the following people to the following vacant positions:  

[President, Vice-President, Secretary, Public Officer, Treasurer] 

[Nominee]……………………………………………………………..[Position]……………………………………. 

[Nominee]……………………………………………………………..[Position] ……………………………………. 

 

 I would like the club to discuss the following issues: 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..………………… 

………………………………..…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proxy votes or postal votes can be submitted by post to: Robert Brasington, Secretary, P.O. Box 296, St 

Helens, Tas. 7216           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

Camp Clayton Workshop 

21-22 May 2016 
 

As there is no set plan for the workshop this year, we had thought about 

designing and making a banner/bunting for our new gazebo.  We could use 

(and share) our skills in designing, sewing, applique and hopefully we could 

work together.  If you have your own project, please bring it along. 

 

AGM topics to discuss: 

- Future direction of the club 

- Quorum numbers 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 workshop:  Please think about what you would like to learn at the 2017 

workshop and who we could invite to deliver those skills.  Do we want to extend 

the weekend to three days?  Is the current May date suitable or could this be 

changed to a more suitable time.  Do we market to other kite clubs?  These 

topics are open for all to discuss to get the process of next year’s workshop and 

invited guest underway. 
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Use these to “doodle” your design for the club gazebo banner/bunting! 
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  2016 Workshop Registration Form 

21-22nd May 2015 

Camp Clayton, Ulverstone 
 

Forward to: Avril Flewellen, 40 Water Street, Ulverstone, Tas. 7315 OR 

Email: flewellena@gmail.com 

By Friday 6th May 
 

 

 

Participant/s……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

 Thank you, but I shall not be attending the weekend 

 I confirm that I will be attending the workshop during the following times and      

at the following costs.   
 

All weekend – Accommodation and Meals. $89.94 x …. = …………………… 
 

Day Visitor - Saturday 21st May 

 4 hours or more     $ 8.80 x ….. = ………………….. 

 Under 4 hours     $ 4.40 x ….. = ………………….. 

 Lunch      $15.40 x …. = ………………….. 

 Dinner      $18.70 x … = ………………….. 
 

Day Visitor – Sunday 22nd May 

 4 hours or more     $ 8.80 x …. = ………………….. 

 Under 4 hours     $ 4.40 x …. = ………………….. 

 Lunch      $15.40 x …. = …………………… 

 

For hire* 

Bath Linen       $ 8.80 x …  = ………………….. 

Bed Linen – Single     $ 9.90 x …  = ………………….. 
*You may bring your own bath and bed linen/sleeping bag 

 

 

# Less members subsidy (Single $25/Family $30)   = [$25/30] 

 

Balance Due        = …………………. 

 

Special Dietary arrangements 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………. 
 

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Do not pay on registration.  An account shall be prepared based on 

your registration and presented to you as you arrive.  Some members may like to take the 

opportunity to renew their membership at the Workshop weekend. 
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