
 

TASKITE, Issue 56                                                                                                                                                   1 

 

 

 

TASKITETASKITETASKITE    
Issue 56, Winter/Spring 2011                        Quarterly Newsletter of Kite Flyers of Tasmania 

Inflatables at the Domain 



 

TASKITE, Issue 56                                                                                                                                                   2 

Committee  
 

President :  

David Geer 

P.O. Box 22 

Rosny Park  7018 

dave.geer@bigpond.com 

 

Vice President: 

Robert Brasington 
 

Secretary/Public Officer: 

Malcolm Dick 

114 David Street 

 East Devonport  7310 

kcidmal@gmail.com 

 

Treasurer: 

Avril Flewellen 

flewellena@gmail.com 
 

Committee: 

Rodger Willows 

Pam Scammell 

Tim Swann  

Graeme Poole 

Andrew Farrow 
 

Life Members: 

Helma Stevenson 

David Chandler 
 

Membership Fees: 

Single $25 

Family $30 
 

Web Address: http://www.taskite.org.au 

 

Editor: 

Pam Scammell 

pamscam@gmail.com 

Area Contact for Fly Days 
 

 Hobart 
1st Sunday of the month 

David Geer  0427885818 

 

 

 

Devonport 

2nd Sunday of the month 
Malcolm Dick  64278140 

 
St Helens 

Robert Brasington 6376 1667 

Hello from the Editor with  

training wheels 
 

This newsletter has only been produced 

because of much assistance from our old 

editor. Thanks Avril.  

 

Thanks to those who made contributions 

for this issue and I would be very grate-

ful if these would continue. All assis-

tance appreciated.  

 

Donôt miss our next fly on Nov. 9th at 

David Geerôs. 

 

As a support to our environment I am 

trying to reduce our printing and postage 

costs. If you would like you newsletter 

sent via email rather than hardcopy then 

drop me a line  at pamscam@gmail.com 

and we will send your future newsletters 

by email. 

 

Take care and happy flying 

Pam  

 

J 

mailto:dgeer@mrt.tas.gov.au
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Dates to put into your Diary  
 
Fly-for -UsñHobart  
5-6 November 2011  
 
Hobart Kite Festival, Domain.   
15th January 2012  
 
Devonport Kite Festival, Meercroft Park.  
12 February 2012 
 
Binalong Bay Retreat  
18-19 February 2012 
 
Bakers Beach Retreat  
10-11 March 2012  
 
Camp Clayton Workshop and AGM  
2-3 June 2012 

5-6 November 2011  
Fly-for-UsðHobart (replacement fly for cancelled Lauderdale Kite Fes-
tival) 
¶ Saturday: Afternoon Fly at Richmond Common                       

BBQ 6:00pm at David & Diane Geerôs, 22 Cosgrove Drive,  
Richmond - BYO everything.  

¶ Sunday:    Fly at the Domain from 12:00-4pm.                                                     
Come along and enjoy the fun. For more details contact David Geer on 
(03) 6260 2634  

14-15 January 2012 
Hobart Kite Festival  
¶ Saturday:     BBQ at Rodger Willows, 307 Main Road, Austins  

Ferry - BYO everything.  
¶ Sunday:       Fly at the Crossroads Oval on top of the Hobart  

Domain from 10am.   
For more details contact Rodger Willows on (03) 6249 7721  
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A Word from the Pres! 

 

Well I've been niggled'n'nagged that its about 

time for a word from the new Pres! :-)  

 

So here we are and I'm wondering about what 

word I should share.?  

 

ñThanksò is one word I want to say to Rob for 

being such a great Pres over many years. As a 

club we are so lucky and enriched by having 

members of Rob's calibre who have a true pas-

sion for what they do. That passion is testament 

to the international circle of friends that Rob has introduced to Tasmania through his work 

as a fellow kite nut! KFT has been exposed to the greater kiting community and has seen the 

benefits of interstate and international visitors to our shores in recent years.  Well done and 

keep up the good work Rob and I hope I havenôt embarrassed you too much mate. 

 

 

ñThanksò also to all the members that have and still do, diligently and selflessly, give to this 

little kiting community of ours, without you all we would all be so much the poorer. 

Now speaking of community have you checked out and 'Liked' the new Club Facebook page 

yet? Facebook is proving to be a great way of getting messages out to the growing Tasmani-

an kiting community to both members and non-members anywhere in the world! And more 

importantly it allows Tasmanians to become friends on the social network pages of so many 

kite enthusiasts all over the world. To get into it just open a Facebook account, thats if you 

havenôt got one already (you can set your security to be fairly stringent if you are wary of 

social networks like Facebook) then do a search for 'Kite Flyers of Tasmania' or 'KFT' or 

'Taskite' on www.facebook.com and you should find it easily.  While the internet and social 

networking can be challenging for many the benefits can out weigh the perceived pitfalls.  

 

 

Other challenges this year include, but are not limited too, the end of a run of kite festivals 

in the south of the State ie. Austin Ferry and Lauderdale. This situation is disappointing but 

presents opportunities to refocus and renew perhaps where, when and why we fly. Access to 

the Regatta Grounds will be impacted again this flying season by Council allowing the 

ground to be used for pre-Christmas parking. Also the Circus and Soundscape festival are 

coming in January relegating the Hobart Festival to the Crossroads Ovals up on top of the 

Domain. 

 

Well thatôs all I have to say for now except make sure your membership is up-to-date, get 

out there and support your local monthly fly days having a great time flying with family and 

friends. 

 

 

See you around, 

-da Pres 
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2011 Workshop and AGM 

Held at Camp Clayton, Ulverstone 

4- 5 June 2011 

 

We were lucky to have 13 members join us at Camp Clayton for the annual 

Workshop and AGM, including two interstate members, Graeme Poole and 

Peter Stauffer.  Our project this year was a half- rokkaku, with the plan that 

we would be able to have a Rok challenge. 

 

Most of the Roks were made from red material left over from last yearôs red 

diamonds.  It was pleasing to see the more experienced kite makers assisting 

and advising the newer and less experienced members.  The result was that 

nine kites were completed over the weekend. 

 

The first Rok to fly on the weekend was Roger Willows ñSkunkò which was re-

paired over the weekend by Roger and Ian Flewellen.  As the weekend pro-

gressed there were two or three of the new red Roks put up to fly, just to say 

they did.  Unfortunately, the weather deteriated so a challenge was not possi-

ble. 

 

Saturday night, the AGM was held and 

resulted in a new committee.  Minutes are 

attached.   

 

The accommodation and food at Camp 

Clayton lived up to previous years expec-

tations, and we have booked again for 

next year.  A big thank you goes to all 

those who participated and made the 

weekend a success. 

 

Avril 
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Andrew Farrow 

Graeme Poole giving  

MaryAnn Sheahan a few tips. 

Pam Scammell working 

hard on her new kite. 
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Three Months to Teach a Rok to Fly 

 

We all left the June workshop very excited and proud of our new ROKKAKU 

kites that we had designed and made. 

 

Some had a very brief test flight in between showers, but most were still 

somewhere between ñwall hangingsò and potential kites.  

 

Then came a seemingly endless run of bad weather weekends, unavoidable 

commitments on the good days, poor health and trips away.  It was not look-

ing good for these poor ñRoksò languishing in cupboards along the Coast. 

 

Our calendars all aligned for the second Sunday and the weather was just so-

so.  Any other day you would give it a miss, but we were determined to fly 

these damn kites!  We headed off for Sulphur Creek beach where with off -

shore, lumpy, variable winds, the only thing going for us, was that at least the 

tide was fully out.  Our small group consisting of Avril and I, Pam, MaryAnn 

and John persisted as one by one we tweaked, adjusted, swore, and finally we 

had all three Roks up and flying.  Still some minor adjustments to follow on a 

good day in the future.  But it just shows that with enough time and patience 

you can eventually even get a Rok to fly. 

 

Naturally these called for coffee at Penguin to finish the afternoon.  Once 

again, proving good company make for a good outingðnot necessarily the 

weather.  So thanks for everybodyôs help at the workshop.  We now have a 

new kite in our kite bag, or at least a kite worthy of making a bag for. 

 

Cheers, 

Lucky 

Ian. 

 

 

 

MaryAnn 

It flys!!!! 
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Pam and Bubbles 

John taking it easy.  How easy is to 

fly a Rok? 


